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LOUIS 

He grev up poor in Texas... some say he voved 
to share his vealth if he ever gained any. Louis 
Statham's genius did produce millions, and he did 
share it. But after Statham's death, a Southern 
California voman said he didn't give enough... her 
claim against his estate raised questions about 


Statham's life and about "palimony". 

To Inyo County people, Statham vas a hind of 
mystery. His 10 acre "Aibonito" estate seemed 
almost out of place in Lone Pine. He and his vife 
Doris had said they stopped in Lone Pine one time 
on the vay to a Bridgeport fishing trip... liked 
vhat they sav and eventually moved to the Eastern 
Sierra. But the iron gates of Aibonito separated the 
Statham's from the tovn's people almost as much as 
their collective genius did. Statham is attributed 
with the invention of the anti-submarine bomb... 

instruments used in the 
development of the artificial 
heart... life-saving 

emergency room equipment 
He vas a professor and an 
opera singer. 

A full house of talents 
turned the once poor Texas 
boy into a very rich man. 
But Bob Fisher, attorney for 
Statham's estate, said that his 
former boss readily gave 
avay something like 3 
million dollars in gifts and 
loans. Fisher said that at his 
death, Statham vas vorth 
around 12 million dollars... 
"he gave avay more than he 
realized," said Fisher. He said 
that Statham loaned money 
to people vho needed a start 
in business or a home. 
"Sometimes they paid him 
back, sometimes they didn't." 
Fisher said Statham met a 
blind man one night vhile 
tuning in conversations 
over his favorite ham radio. 
Statham gave that man 
$50,000, according to Fisher 
' He liked to give people a 
start... to make a change in 
their lives." Fisher said the 
millionaire helped support a 
number of people... "he gave 
or loaned money to 
something like 400 people," 
said Fisher. One of those 
individuals vas Barbara 

(continued on p 2 ) 






























































































































LOUIS: (continued from p.l) 

Jeanne Canham. 

Stalham met her nearly 30 years ago. She 
hadn't seen him much in the last 10 years or so. 
Sut she made her presence known in a big way 



Barbara Canham brought this photo to court to show that 
she knew Stalham in the early years. This photo shows 
Canham (1-r) with her daughter and Stalham. 


after his death. Canham filed a claim against 
Statham's estate... a claim for a house and 1.3 
million dollars. Local people, and apparently 
Statham's family, vere shocked by the news that 
this woman said she had a long-time, intimate 
relationship with Stalham and that she wanted 
part of his estate. Canham's claim raised questions 
about Statham's private life. Had he been a lonely 
genius, eager for companionship and approval? 
Had he used his millions to buy love? Or was 
Canham just one of many whom Stalham simply 
chose to help out with money and gifts over the 
years. Statham's survivors denied Canham's claim, 
and she filed a lawsuit. 

Vhen the 61 year old Canham took the witness 
stand in Inyo Court, she testified that Stalham told 
her he would "take care of me for the rest of my 
life. He said he loved me.” The self-composed 
Canham calmly told Judge Don Chapman that 
“Louis” had provided her with several homes, gave 
her a 39 acre farm in Virginia, paid her $1,000 
per month until his death, and asked her not to 
work but to always be available to be with him. 
She said that Stalham “enjoyed my company. He 
relaxed with me.” 

Canham said she relied on his help while he 
lived... and stiU needed that help. The woman 
insisted that she and millionaire Stalham had an 
“understanding”... a verbal contract that he would 
continue to provide for her as long as she lived. 
Tas it in writing? Bob Fisher asked Canham that 
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question during the trial. She said, “No, there is 
nothing in writing.” Fisher says there never was 
a contract. He pointed out that giving was a 
pattern in Statham's life. He said that over the past 
20 years or more, Stalham made loans of more that 
$870,000... some of which was paid back. Fisher 
revealed a list that accounted for gifts from 
Stalham amounting to more than 2 million doUars. 
He gave money to indifiduals, to Inyo County, to 
Southern Inyo Hospital, and many other groups. 

On the receiving end was more that Barbara 
Canham. Two other women offered testimony that 
they had received monthly sums from Louis 
Stalham. One of them was Millicent Trent, a 
one-time actress, whose deposition indicated that 
she met Stalham in 1930. The deposition says that 
Trent saw Stalham "constantly” after that time and 
that she received $1400 per month from him. 
Fisher had questioned the aging actress in that 
document about Statham's health. She replied that 
he “had a drinking problem" and other health 
problems. Fisher asked the woman if Stalham ever 
made any promises to her. Trent indicated that he 
told her he would take care of her. Fisher tried to 
show that Stalham had a habit of helping out 
several people... none of whom he intended to 
leave special compensation after his death. Like 
Canham, Trent was not named in Statham's wiH. 
Neither was yet a third woman, Lois Engerham, 



Louis Stalham in bis younger yean... another photo 
submitted by Canham. She even produced video-taped 
home movies of Louis and herself in Los Angeles. 















Louis Stathasi in his later years. 


vho testified at the trial that she too 
had received monthly dollars from 
Louis Statham. 

Trent's deposition indicates that 
she believed Barbara Canham vas 
"hired by Statham to be friendly to 
people vho came about contracts." 
Trent said she vas under the 
impression that Canham vas 
Statham's "housekeeper" at the 
canyon home... the same home that 
Canham says is rightfully hers. In 
fact, Canham paints a much different 
picture... one of closeness, intimacy, 
and devotion. She openly described 
her sexual relationship vith Statham, 
but said there vas much more to their 
closeness. Legal sources say that the 
sexual issue was of major importance 
in this case because "case lav 
indicates that a contract based on sex 
can not be enforced by the courts." 
But the definitions of a relationship 
sometimes escape the practical 
rationality of the lav. Vas Canham 
his mistress? She said yes... but her 
lavyer and even the Judge said they 
vere unsure about the full meaning 
of the vord. 

All of the prying into Statham's 
private life appeared to expose vhai 
seems to have been every sexual man. 
He plainly enjoyed the company of a 
number of vomen... but. at the same 
time, this man Statham soared to the 
top of the creative business vorld. He 
(continued on p. 4) 








































































































































































LOUIS: (continued from p.3) 



61 year old Barbara Canham sat outside the Inyo 
Courthouse during a recess in her trial. 


moved in circles close to top government officials 
and high society Fisher said that his boss had met 
Presidents John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson. He 
said the Presidents were interested in Stathams 
"brain power" for scientific advancements. "His 
brilliancy overwhelmed everything in his life," 
said Fisher. Louis Statham was a man who in his 
laboratory could discover a revolutionary medical 
instrument, then turn around and plan a master 
chess tournament, donate a town hall, or give a 
student a scholarship. He was a man remarkable 
in his accomplishments. Material possessions 
intrigued him, but apparently did not own him. 
Statham and wife Doris once owned what many 
would passionately covet... a sprawling mansion of 
beautifully groomed grounds. It was called Holmby 
Hills Those who have talked to them say the 
Stathams found the home too big and austere. They 
reportedly allowed the U.S. State Department to 
entertain visiting foreign dignitaries there and 
finally sold the classic villa to Hugh Hefner, who 
made it the west coast Playboy mansion. 

Would a man of Statham s magnitude find it 
necessary to "buy" love? Bob Fisher thinks not. 
"He had all the love life he needed from his wife. 
He wasn't buying anything. Mr. Statham was more 
interested in giving than taking." Fisher added 
that Statham needed a woman who was as bright as 
he was... Doris Statham filled that role. Those who 
know her say Doris is a genius too. She has 
degrees in bacteriology and zoology/botany. She 
had done graduate studies and owned and operated 
three clinical and x-ray laboratories. Doris is also 
an accomplished pianist and painter. Statham was 
a man who loved his wife and her creative talents - 
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her art, her music and her devotion. "Doris and 
Louis connected mentally," said Fisher, "they 
communicated on the same level." He and others 
implied that Barbara Canham was not so 
accomplished nor bright. After his first wife died, 
Statham did have the opportunity to marry 
Canham, but he didn't. He later met Doris and 
married her. 

Attorney Fisher said that Louis Statham was 
simply "generous to a fault". He retold another 
incident as an example. Fisher said that one time 
Statham was in the hospital and his nurses's car 
broke down. He bought her a new one with no 
thought of the expense. "He even gave away 
money," Fisher said, "when he was in debt." 

Maybe things look different through the 
rarified atmosphere of genius., maybe Statham 
misjudged the growing expectations of those he 
helped. Barbara Canham indicated that she was 
shocked that Statham left her nothing in his will. 
He had given her the Virginia farm and stock from 
his company, a Cadillac and money. Canham said 
she needs more just to keep the farm. 

Would a generous man simply neglect to 
include someone in his will? Fisher says that 
Statham s will is a statement of his true intent. 
Canhams attorney, William Glucksman, called it a 
"palimony issue", although Judge Chapman defines 
the disagreement as a breach of contract case. 
Glucksman, from the famous law firm of Marvin 
Mitchelson (Marvin vs. Marvin), worked to 
present his client as a woman who had long (30 
years) relied on Statham for a living and emotional 
support... a woman with an implied contract for 
life. 

"Palimony suits have not been very 
successful," Bob Fisher told us. "And in this case, 
Canham and Statham never lived together." Fisher 
said that other more famous palimony cases have 
not panned out for the Mitchelson firm nor for the 
women involved. But Canham believes she has a 
case. She testified that Statham told her that his 
accountant, Joseph Fahey, would "see to it that this 
(the canyon house) is your house." She told how 
Louis Statham told her he never wanted her to 
leave the house and to "not worry... you will be 
well taken care of." 

When Statham died, Canham s monthly checks 
stopped. She said she was asked to leave the 
canyon house. She said she gave it a lot of thought 
before fighting for what she considers hers. 
Canham said she did not want to hurt Doris 
Statham, but figured that if Louis had failed to 
provide her with what she needed, then the fight 
was on. 

How much should a man give? Bob Fisher 
thinks Louis Statham gave more than enough to 
many. Inyo's Judge Chapman will weigh and 
measure the law and the life of "Louis". ESNS 









AN UNRESPONSIVE OFFICIALDOM 

Nona Holloway grew tired of the fight... she 
settled with Inyo County over her firing from the 
Welfare Child Protective Services department. 
Some Courthouse observers said it looked like Inyo 
had virtually admitted to a blunder in Holloway s 
firing. In fact, Welfare Director Connie Bennett 


money, they missed the whole point. The point 
of this issue is people. There are people in this 
county... helpless people.. being hurt because 
of the County Administration And it's not just 
Connie Bennett's fault. It’s the fault of the 
County Administrator and the County Board of 
Supervisors because their attitude is one of see 
no evil, hear no evil... that's the issue. 

Question: Who do you think accepts responsibility 
in the Courthouse? 

Clifford. In this County Administration there isn't 
anyone who takes it to heart to have a 
sign on their desk which reads The buck 
stops here'., and I don't mean any pun by 
that... there's nobody you can go to in the 
County Administration that will face the 
issues. They will do whatever else they 
need to do to cover themselves... maybe to 
cover the votes and the power or the 
money. But they don't face the issues and 
really communicate There isn't anyone 
who does that, with the exception of the 
Superior Court Judge 

Question: What kinds of impacts does all of 
this have on people in the County? 
Clifford: I’m a little removed now but I can 
tell you about issues that were going on 
while I was here, and the fears that I 


(continued on p. 6) 


Nona Holloway and Monte Clifford 
rehash their troubled year. They 
both blame an unresponsive 
officialdom for woes at the 
Courthouse. 

had fired Holloway, re-hired 
her, then fired her again. One 
thing is certain... the whole 
affair cost Inyo County, and the 
taxpayers, something like 
$25,000 in cash settlement, 
medical coverage for Holloway 
and attorney time. 

Holloway's fight has ended. 
Her fellow worker whom Connie 
Bennett had also fired, Monte 
Clifford, awaits the fate of his 
firing appeal. Cliffford moved to 
another county and another job. 
He came back for HoUoway's 
hearing which ended in 
settlement. Clifford talked to 
News-Letter about what he sees 
as the underlying problems at 
the Inyo County Courthouse - an 
unresponsive officialdom: 
Clifford: "If the Board of 
Supervisors and admini¬ 
stration think that Nona and 
I have fought this because of 
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had of what would happen with the 
policies that were being recommended to 
me by my director if they were followed 
through. I could see issues where people 
may not report child abuse because they 
see it being handled in an unprofessional 
way. 1 see issues where peoples' 
constitutional rights could be violated 
because the end seems to justify the 
means in the County Welfare department. 
I can see teenaged sex abuse victims 
unwilling to come forward and tali and 
get the help they need because of the way 
issues have been handled. I have a real 
fear that this is what can happen and 
maybe what is happening. 

Question: How do you feel about that? 

Clifford: I'm scared. Because I know these 
people. I know these children. I know the 
people who hurt children need help too. 
1 know that somewhere here in Inyo 
County there's probably some child 
crying right now and he or she may not 
be served." 

MITIGATION? 



No matter how you look at typing, 
we’re your type. 



Bishop Typewriter / 621 W. Lino / Bishop, CA 
(619) 673-5773 


Blowing dust... dying and dead trees and 
plants... these are the fruits of DWP's 
groundwater pumping and water 
diversions. In the new L.A. - Inyo 
agreement there are 17 "mitigation" 
projects spelled out. They are supposed to 
fix up the damage done. 

But at press time, many were wondering 
about the actual effectiveness of these 
plans. DWP wants to sink more 
groundwater pumps for irrigation in some 
of the projects. That means more pumping 
in already over-pumped areas. A number 
of the projects are alfalfa fields. The upside 
to that is that it will give local people 
much-needed work. But the downside is 
that DVP has not guaranteed to keep 
providing water for the projects in 
perpetuity. If the projects ended, the fields 
could go back to dust. 

Then there is the plan to prune trees at 
Manzanar and pick up dead branches. Of 
course, Manzanar is now the source of 
severe dust storms when the winds are 
strong. Those storms have obscured the 
highway causing accidents. And many fail 
to see how the proposed "mitigation" 
project will even touch the real problem. 


And another twist to the mitigation 
story: there is a State law that requires Los 
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Angeles to fix up any damage that 
leads to dust pollution. That vas 
Senate Bill 270 that passed a couple 
of years ago. DVP has done little 
under that lav. And privately 
some officials say they feel DWP is 
pushing hard to do the 
"mitigation" projects under the 
agreement to avoid having to do 
anything under the State lav. 

In fact, Manzanar is one of the 
target areas for dust pollution. 
Local Air Pollution Control District 
director. Chuck Fryxell, said he’s 
vatching DVP’s actions on this 
and vill talk to the nev A PCD 
Board about SB 270. 
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(continued on p.8) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (continued from p.7) 

"COMING CLEAN" 

The State Tax Amnesty people have called up to 
make sure everyone knows that they have until 
March 13th to "come clean”, so to speak. This is a 
special State program which allows California 
residents to come forward and file State tax returns 
that they may have failed to file in years past or 
admit to any under-reporting of income. There 
will be no penalty up until March 13th. The State 
people imply that this is your big chance to get 
honest before the State discovers any 
irregularities in State tax returns. 

This amnesty offer applies to those who may 
have registered recreation vehicles out of state to 
avoid taxes. That's a no-no too. The State Tax Board 
people, in an effort to show anybody can make a 
mistake, are circulating the story of a man who 
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works as Santa Claus every year and who failed to 
report income on pictures taken with the little 
kiddies on his lap. Seems Santa turned himself in. 
If you're just itching to give the State government 
some money, you can call 916-335-7052 for 
information. 


PARADISE LOST 

Paradise lost... or maybe we should say 
re-possessed... by former owner Jim Wilkes, that's 
what happened at a foreclosure sale involving 
Paradise Restaurant and Lodge. Several years of 
legal hassles and bitter argument ended with that 
sale. Third mortgagees Donna Mason and Merv 
Schaefer finally gave up on what they had 
developed into a popular dining and vacation spot. 
Second mortgagee Gary Shields of Nevada also gave 
up on the property. And so Paradise fell back into 
the hands of original owner Jim Wilkes. He also 
owns considerable property at Paradise Estates 
above the restaurant. 

So what will happen to Paradise? Wilkes was 
evasive. He simply said he has no plans right 
I now and the Restaurant and Lodge are closed. 

ESNS 

NEW MONEY? by CE. Benbrook 

Treasury Secretary Ortega says she expects a 
re-design on all U.S. paper currency. This wiU 
include background colors, optical variable 
colors, and metal security threads. The metal 
security threads will activate airport security 
devices. 

The Fed has already contracted for eight new 
hot presses capable of processing the new 
money. It is claimed that the printers are 
working seven days a week. This makes Mrs. 
Ortega's expectation a reality. 

Considering the substantial cost of the new 
fancy paper, the printing machinery, the 
overtime, and the billions of doUars that will be 
printed, the cost does not justify the reason - that 
it is being done to stop counterfeiting. Of course, 
it might be an effective tool for uprooting 
laundered money, for controlling money going 
out and into our country, and to bring the 
underground economy to the surface. None of 
these reasons seem to hold too much water 
considering the Mafia has been in existence as 
long as the government. 

This new money has been planned for some 
time and has been a fairly well kept secret until 
it was leaked. There is still not much mention of 
it except in financial circles and coin magazines. 
We wonder if there is a mutual consent among 
the media to more or less ignore it. The 
government usually doesn't let the left hand 

(continued on p. 15) 
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Potporri - Detective John Europkin with some of the evidence he 
and other deputies confiscated from the home of Gary and Eric 
Garrett in Bishop. Europkin said the marijuana plants were being 
cultivated in a bedroom of the home, with aid from special lights 
and humidifiers. Deputies say photo albums show large marijuana 
fields and other dru g activity. 
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Firings, re-hirings, and 
re-firings. Continued personnel 
upheavals. A Grand Jury 
investigation. And now a drug 
arrest. 

Troubles in the Inyo County 
Welfare Department are no secret. 
The Grand Jury's request for funds 
for an independent managmement 
audit of the department sparked just 
one of the many recent courthouse 
tugs-of-war. 

With that issue still unresolved, 
the Welfare Department was again 
rocked in January with the arrest of 
one of its Child Protective Service 
workers on drug charges. CPS 
worker Gary Garrett, 30, and his son 
Eric, 24, were both taken into 
custody by Sheriffs deputies at 
their Bishop home and booked for 
cultivation and furnishing of 
marijuana. Deputies also confiscated 
mature marijuana plants and a 
plethora of equipment they said was 
used to nurture the plants indoors. 
Also seized were photo albums 
which deputies said showed Eric 
Garrett standing amidst huge fields 
of marijuana plants. Other photos 
showed what appeared to be dried 
marijuana on a table with several 
$100 bills arranged on top along 
with a white powdery substance. 

Drug possession arrests are far 
from uncommon, even in rural Inyo 
County. But the fact that one of the 
suspects was a county worker hired 
to look out for the welfare of local 
children made this case more 
noteworthy. 

Following Garrett s arrest, there 
were some red faces at the 
courthouse. Newly-elected super¬ 
visor Bob Campbell called the 
situation "embarrassing," and said 
he didn't want to see it repeated. 

"Does the county have a policy 
for background checks?" Campbell 
asked. "The board should draft a 
resolution requiring them and 
eliminate what could be an 
embarrassing situation like 
someone working with kids. 
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<j> 


















IflLIC SERVICE 


Obvisously, I'm talking about the Welfare 
Department.'' 

County Counsel Dennis Myers told Campbell 
that "in this case he (Garrett) was hired by the 
state and his background checked okay. An arrest 
record did not show up.” 

* Evidently, the checking was cursory at best. 

j> Our inquiries showed that Garrett does in fact have 
an arrest record in Nevada County, Calif., northeast 
of Sacramento. 

Undersheriff Paul Rankin of Nevada County 
confirmed that for us but said he could not go into 
details of criminal history for legal reasons. "We do 
have a record on him," said Rankin. "But criminal 
history is not public information." 

Rankin did tell us that Garrett's record was 
from "several years ago and was not extensive." 

Current law enforcement records show that 
Nevada County holds a warrant for Garrett’s arrest 
for an alleged failure to appear on a vehicle 
registration violation dating back to 1982. 

Garrett's Inyo County case is now awaiting a 
preliminary hearing on March 13 where it will be 
decided by the judge if there is enough evidence to 
send the case to trial. 


What happens to a county worker who is 
arrested? That depends. Of course our country is 
founded on the basis that all individuals are 
innocent until proven guilty. And Garrett has not 
been proven guilty of any offense in Inyo County 
at this point. 

We tried to get an explanation of hiring and 
firing policy from Welfare Director Connie 
]) Bennett, but she declined to answer our many 
phone calls and finally (through a secretary) 
J referred the calls to County Counsel Dennis Myers. 

Myers says an arrest alone is not sufficient 
cause for a firing but said that "facts leading up to 
the arrest could be found to be reasonable cause." 

Whatever the facts, Garrett was "terminated" 
from his county job at the end of January. County 
Administrator Mike Hanford was quick to point out 
that Garrett's was "only a temporary position." 
Garrett was terminated after being given the usual 
courtesy of two-weeks' notice. Even that action 
stirred up some controversy among county 
workers. They point out that when Welfare 
Director Bennett fired CPS workers Nona Holloway 
and Monte Clifford, the firings were immediate. No 
civilities. No notice. 

Said one courthouse source, who asked to 


remain nameless: "If you fire someone you don't 
ask them to work for two more weeks. Did they 
(Holloway and Clifford) get two weeks notice? You 
have to yell at the director to get fired here, drugs 
don't count. He was terminated, not fired. There's a 
difference." 

Holloway and Clifford were fired for alleged 
“insubordination." Their dismissals were the first 
visible signs of internal turmoil in the Welfare 
Department. 

Our sources tell us that while Garrett is gone 
from county employment, troubles within the 
Welfare Department are not. Morale problems 
continue among some employees and to some 
extent has spread even into foster homes used by 
Child Protective Services. Several sources we 
talked to refused to be quoted for this article for 
fear of having their licenses revoked in 
retaliation. 


The question of who checks out the 
qualifications and background of potential county 
employees was one met with a great deal of 
finger-pointing. 

In the days immediately following Garrett's 
arrest. Welfare Director Bennett issued a terse 
press release that read almost like a disclaimer. It 
stated that Garrett was hired through the State 
Merit System Service and implied that Inyo County 
really hadn't had much say in the matter 

What is the mysterious Merit System Service 
and how does it work? Claude Finn, chief of 
personnel management services for the State Dept, 
of Social Services explained it this way. “There are 
welfare offices throughout the state of California. 
Recipients receive their services, be it food stamps 
or whatever, at the county level. The state 
supervises all 38 of these systems. Counties who 
can't do their own hiring use the Merit System 
Service." 

Under that system, potential workers take a test 
and compete for openings if they are ranked high 
enough on the all-important state list. 

“We have what's called a rule of three names' 
in which the county can't hire someone ranked 
below number three, " said Finn. But no one is 
forced to hire anybody.” Finn said while the state 
will handle the applications and do the screening 
for basic qualifications and education, “the 
responsibility of background checks statewide is 
that of the appointing power." The "appointing 
power" is bureaucratese for the county doing the 

(continued on p. 12) 
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OF POT: (continued from p.ll) 
hiring. 

Ed Boyce, the chief of the statewide Merit 
System Service, told us pretty much the same story. 
"Inyo County comes to us for nearly all of their 
>ersonnel in the Welfare Department," he said. 
We have a set of rules and procedures and when 
they have a vacancy we recruit, hold written 
exams if necessary and assist in interviews. We 
produce an employment list ranked in order of 
what we think are the top people. Within certain 
limits, the county is free to take anyone within the 
top five. We set the minimum qualifications like 
formal education but we don't routinely do 
background checks. Usually that's left up to the 
county. The sad truth is that we had something to 
do with making this individual available but the 
final choice was up to the county." 

This sheds new light on the contention by 
Connie Bennett and Myers that Garrett was hired 
by the state. 

While County Administrator Mike Hanford said 
nothing to the contrary when those statements 
were made, he has since told us that Inyo DOES do 
some checking on its own. He said the county 
checked into the background of Garrett and Connie 
Bennett too before she was hired. He said the 
checking consists of contacting the references 
given by the applicant and other agencies. Of 
course anyone who has ever applied for a job 
knows that applicants - at least those serious about 
getting hired - only list references they are sure 
will give them a glowing recommendation. "I 
think the county policy is adequate,” said Hanford. 
"I don't know anybody who does more." 

But as supervisor Campbell said, for sensitive 
positions like those involving the care of children, 
perhaps more needs to be done. ESNS 

Editors Note: At press time the Welfare 

Department had hired 2 new Child Protective 
Services workers. 


LONE PINE INDIAN RESERVATION 



1103 SO. MAIN ST. - LONE PINE, CA. (93545) 
(714) 876-4296 
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If you live in Inyo County... a visit to Los 
Angeles can be only tolerable for a few days. The 
unaccustomed pandimonium - freeways, streets 
crawling with people, fear of being mugged - it 
gets to people who are used to small towns, friendly 
people, and space. While it offers welcome 
diversions for awhile - restaurants, theater, 
excitement - in the final analysis Los Angeles has 
grown into an obscene metropolis and it multiplies 
every year by something like two or three times 
the entire population of Inyo County. 

Los Angeles planners call it “moderate" 
growth. But with each population increase comes 
greater use of water in L A. That's a factor of great 
concern to the Eastern Sierra, but so far city 
planners pretty much take water for granted. In 
1982, City of Los Angeles planning director Calvin 
Hamilton told News-Letter that "I don't know much 
about the water situation. Our water plan is eight 
or nine years old. It projects substantial increases 
in water consumption for the future." Hamilton 
seemed to think water conservation methods would 
help the situation. But high DWP officials have 
stated that you "can't force people to conserve 
water." 

This year, Jeff Beckerman of the L.A. City 
planning department repeated what he had said in 
1982. "L.A. is growing by about 1% per year." He 
said that translates into something like 30,000 
people. But Beckerman added that the State 
Department of Finance estimates L A. growth at 
something like 40,000 to 60,000 additional people 
per year. While in 1982 a stymied birthrate in Los 
Angeles contributed to a mere moderate growth, 
this year headlines in the L.A. Times read "L.A. 
baby boom may add 70,000 to City classrooms." That 
is a five year estimate by the Los Angeles Board of 
Education. Those officials are worried about 
supplying classrooms and education to the new 


multitudes. 

What about water for the new thirsty? So far, 
no one in L.A. is much concerned about it. 
Beckerman explained that many foreign people 
are flocking to L.A. because of the "good job 
market and tolerable weather." He said half of the 
new construction underway is financed by foreign 
dollars from Canada, Argentina, Iran, and many 
other countries. Will Los Angeles officials even 
consider limiting growth? "It's very political,” 
Beckerman admitted. Development means money 
to the many L A. influentials who bring pressures 
to bear on the politicians. Beckerman speculated 
that L.A. officials might consider regulating 
growth if a serious air pollution problem 
developed. But even now. some Southland days 
bring warnings to the faint of lung to stay inside. 

Observers of L.A.'s social conditions wonder if 
all this growth is really leading to quality living. 
A select few continue to grow richer, but across 
from the L A. City Hall this year, a tent city of 
homeless grew large. Thousands of destitute 
wander the streets in search of a meal and some 
kind of life. 

Inside the Los Angeles Planning Department, 
bureaucrats draw up "guidelines for maximum 
development," but not to worry about water or 
over-development. That's DWP's baliwig. If a 
wealthy developer wants water, DWP delivers. And 
the water keeps flowing from the Eastern Sierra to 
the megalopolis. City planners know from whence 
their help comes. “We get 80% of our water from 
Inyo and Mono," said Planner Beckerman. But he 
admitted that he doesn't really know how the water 
supply is affected by L.A.'s growth. 

At DWP headquarters, Glenn Singley, an 
associate civil engineer of DWP's planning section, 
revealed that a State law has finally required DWP 

(continued on p. 14) 











FAT CITY (continued from p. 13) 

along with other utility companies to prepare a 
v'ater management plan. Fears are growing 
statewide that thoughtless consumption will leave 
California in a water crisis. Singley said that with 
the State water project incomplete, there may be a 
shortfall in the year 2,000. And so under Assembly 
bill 797, DWP engineers must, at least, put down on 
paper a description of past, current, and future 
water use. Singley said they will take into 
consideration the growth of Los Angeles and 
specifically the types of growth. He said while 
certain types of multiple family housing may 
reduce water use, expansion of industry means 
more water demands. He said that "overall, there is 
an increasing water demand." Vhere will all of 
the water come from? "A marginal supply comes 
from the Metropolitan Water district," Singley 
offered. And the MWD faces an impending loss of 
Colorado River water. "When we need more from 
MWD," said Singley, "their loss does affect us." 

The general attitude at DWP is that the Owens 
Valley and Mono Basin will continue, like a great 
giving Mother, to supply the constantly swelling 
Los Angeles. All of the officials we talked to agree 
that weather plays a key role. Some have predicted 
that the Eastern Sierra must soon enter a drought 
cycle. This year, DWP engineers say that even if 
February and March are normal snow months, the 
entire year's snowpack will measure below 
normal. Under the current Los Angeles - Inyo 
agreement, those conditions may mean a struggle 
over a groundwater pumping program for the 
upcoming water year 

We asked Singley if DWP ever considered 
denying water supplies to new industry or other 
development. He replied, "the City Council grants 
building permission." In its new. State-mandated 
water management plan DWP will apparently 
describe its water supply as adequate. Singley said 
he and others will describe the Owens Valley and 
Mono Basin supplies and some of the challenges in 
the works against those waters. "But we're not 
projecting any losses." We asked Singley how he 
feels about the Eastern Sierra water fights. 
"People here are generally concerned about being 
dependent on a source that is a long ways away 
from Los Angeles. We need to be concerned about 
water conservation. In our plan," he added, "we 
are looking at water reclamation and alternative 
water sources.” But Singley admitted that other 
sources are more expensive. And so the pressure 
of L A 's growing water needs, in terms of money, 
rest squarely on the streams and underground of 
Inyo and Mono. 

"I'm concerned about it," said the engineer. "I 
realize the needs here to support the population, 
but you have needs up there too. I get concerned 
when some people don't understand that we have 
to be careful of the water we're using." But as 
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Planner Beckerman said, "Politics have a lot to do 
with it." And the politics of money make 
Inyo-Mono water DWP's choice... as the fat city 
keeps right on growing. ESNS 


mUF CFF IICI \Y 


COME SEE USI 

We have vitamin supplements to fit your 
needs. 

Also macro-biotic foods and 
bulk products (case items 10* off) 

Natural soaps and cosmetics 
sugar-free candies 
Alta-Dena dairy products 

Watch for upcoming sale - April 1 st 

872-5571 192 W. Line Bishop 


WOLFMAN JACK'S 

GRAFFITI GOLD 

NOW FRI. & SUN. 
at 1-4 P.M. 


SPONSORED BY: 


FRIDAY SHOW 

• ALL AROUND 
SOUND SHIRTS 

• THE CORNICE 

• ADVANCE MOTOR 
SPORTS 

• Labcitts 



SUNDAY SHOW 

• COSOJCT RANCH 
STORE 

• PONDEROSA LANES 

• SPORTSMAN'S INN 

• STOVEPIPE WELLS 
VILLAGE 


EXCLUSIVELY ON: 


AM600 
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tnov That the right is doing; the left being the 
taxpayer - left holding the bag. 

There is not much relationship between That 
the government says it is doing and That they 
might really have in mind. The Tay our money 
has been debased recently, or since 1964 it is 
possible that Te are in for more of the same. The 
real value of our money Tas discarded Then gold 
and silver backing Tas discontinued. Silver half 
dollars Tore turned into a less valuable coin by 
turning them into silver-clad. They Tere further 
debased by a change to copper-clad. The small 
Susan B. Anthony dollar Tas substituted for the 
large EisenhoTer. Our copper pennies Tere 
changed to zinc clad copper. _ 

If you Tant a good sample of That 
governments can do to your money, you can 
order a set of 20 large denomination paper 
bills over-stamped Tith their present values. 

In the sets you can find a Uruguay 300 peso 
note overstamped 30 cents. An Argentine 
1,000,000 peso bill overstamped value of 1 
peso. A Greek $300,000 note reduced to $1,000. 

Some German notes that Tere originally 
Torth 3 Marks to the dollar Tent to as high as 
several million marks to the dollar in a short 
period of time. These notes you can buy from 
Blanchard's Market Letter Alert for $90.00. 

The past has nearly alTays been a shadow of 
the future as far as governments and money 
are concerned. 

There are several other factors that 
might have a bearing on the issuing of neT 
money. Foreign countries otc us about $830 
billion. These debtors are either doing 

nothing about it, stalling, or borroTing 
enough neT money from us to pay their 
interest on the previous loan. Banks are 
holding the bag and the government has i 
promised that they Till not let 
the bag come up empty. It has 
been labled the "Big Snipe 
Hunt". The government 
guarantees deposits of up to 
$100,000, but it is claimed that 
they have enough to cover 
only 2% of this. 

Canadian, German, and 
Australian governments are 
going to change their money 
at about the same time. This 
may have nothing to do Tith 
our change over, but then 
again it may. 

Te also have billions of 
dollars involved in a trade 
imbalance. Billions of dollars 
more are going out of this 
country than are coming back 


in. Almost every day Te read articles in the paper 
about our exporter crying for something to be 
done about this situation. It is almost as if the 
government is looking for an excuse to do 
something about it, but That? 

By the time the government prints this neT 
money they might have a lot more options to 
consider. It probably Till depend on whether or 
not we have high inflation. In case we do it could 
give us one new dollar for a specified number of 
the old ones, depending on the severity of the 
problems. 

A predictor in Coinage Magazine speculated 
that the new money would come out in 1986. 
Predictions always, don't happen - happen late, or 
happen early Take your choice 


KAYPROII. 

YOUR COMPUTER DECISION. 


A Kaypro II comes off our shelf 
for $1295. complete. So you 
don't have to decide what hard¬ 
ware you need. It's complete on 
a Kaypro II. 

And you don’t have to 
decide what business applications 
software you need. It comes com¬ 
plete with a Kaypro II. 

To see how one computer 
decision can work completely for 
you, come in today for a complete 
Kaypro II demonstration. 




i Ofliczo O'Jiouiitaiir 
computers 


The Complete Businev* Computer. 

218-A S. MAIN STREET 
GlSHOP 


[RfSaaaag 

(Quality Printing for Southern Inyo) 



(619) 878-2308 
(619) 878-2582 


546 Mo. Edvards 
Independence. CA 


Jackson Pound 
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Dear Editor. 

There have been exciting and significant 
developments in recent months in the effort to 
save Mono Lake. I am writing to share this news 
with you and your membership. Feel free to 
include all or part of the enclosed article in your 
next newsletter. 

Ve would also like you to know that the Mono 
Lake Slide Show can be borrowed without charge, 
(but we do ask for a $33 refundable deposit.) It is 
accompanied by a cassette tape narration and 
script. The 80-slide presentation conveys the 
importance and beauty of Mono Lake and the water 
conservation alternative to its destruction. 

We invite you to visit the Mono Basin - the 
newest National Scenic Area and a delightful place 
to visit in any season. Some of the best cross 
country skiing in the Eastern Sierra can be 
enjoyed within view of the lakes expansive 
shores. The Committee offers special group tours 
year round by pre-arrangement. Field trips are 
given twice daily in the summer. For more 
information call 619-647-6386. 

You are welcome at the Visitor Center in Lee 
Vining to view our exhibits and slide show, browse 
in our book store and gift shop and say hello! 
Visitors and volunteers are welcome in any of our 
offices in Lee Vining, Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and Sacramento. 

Thank you for your support! Together we can 
save Mono Lake! 

Sincerely, 

Ilene Mandelbaum 
Information Coordinator 
The Mono Lake Committee 

«*» 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AT MONO LAKE 

Since May, 1982, wet winters and high runoffs 
have forced the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power to involuntarily release water into 
Mono Lake, temporarily reversing its decline. 
Nature's bounty has raised the lake eight vertical 
feet. 

In 1982, at Mono's lowest ebb and highest 
salinity, the spring brine shrimp population 
dwindled to 5-15 percent of its former size. In 
1984, the spring population rebounded to its 
highest recorded level. 

Although Mono Lake has risen, it is still 37 feet 
below its 1941 pre-diversion level. It is 
approximately twice as saline as under natural 
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conditions. Twelve thousand acres of 
alkali-encrusted lakebottom still ring its shores. 
Negit is an island, but will not be for long if 
diversions are not reduced. 

Mono's approximately 50,000 nesting California 
gulls have not recovered from the loss of Negit 
Island. In 1979, declining lake levels exposed a 
landbridge, enabling coyotes to rout the Negit 
gulls and prey on their eggs and chicks. Although 
Negit is an island again, coyotes have been 
stranded on its shores, preventing the gulls' 
return. In 1984, gulls nested on small, crowded, 
sun-baked islets, faring relatively poorly. The 
gulls fledged only one-fourth as many chicks as 
they did in 1976-78, when two-thirds nested on 
Negit. 

The Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power resumed diversions from Mono Lake's 
tributary streams in April,1984. By the end of 
1984, it had diverted approximately 62,000 acre-feet 
south to Los Angeles. 

During 1984, DWP used less than four percent 
of its preferential right to approximately 650,000 
acre-feet of Metropolitan Water District Water. 
MWD’s sources, the Colorado River and State Water 
Project, both had surpluses. DWP also has a surplus 
storage credit of more than 178,000 acre-feet in the 
San Fernando groundwater basin. 

DWP doesn't tap these sources because Mono 
Basin water is cheaper, and generates hydropower 
as it flows down the aqueduct. It's cheaper because 
DWP does not have to pay for the damage it wreaks 
on the the Mono Lake environment. 

DWP's water conservation program has not 
prevented Los Angeles water demand from 
increasing to record levels. According to the 
California Department of Water Resources, 
conservation measures could reduce demand in Los 
Angeles between 12 and 24 percent by the year 
2000, enough to save Mono Lake. 

On November 20. 1984, a Superior Court judge 
issued a temporary restraining order forcing DWP 
to leave enough water in Rush Crek to keep 
thousands of trout alive and healthy. This is the 
first time DWP has ever been forced to reduce its 
Mono Basin water diversions. A trial scheduled for 
March 7, 1985, will determine how long the 
releases will continue. 

The Mono Lake Committee 

POBox 29 

Lee Vining. CA 93541 







































































































































































Benbrook does his best to try end be 
an optimist, but it doesn't work 


by Clarence Benbrook 



Sheik Yamany and OPEC meet to stabilize oil 
prices. They're going to say "Yamoney or Ya Life" 

Mondale attacks administration's terrorism 
views. It is safer to attack the views than to attack 
terrorism. 

Ex-senator McIntyre in his book, “The Fear 
Brokers", said that the week Proposition 13 passed 
in California, unemployment among the black 
youths of Washington, D C. climbed to nearly 45% 
The teriffic long distance effect of California on 
Washington. No wonder he is an ex-senator. 

Judge Chapman says he just wants to run his 
court. There goes the neighborhood. 

My wife bought me an exercise bike for Xmas. 
I asked her if she had ever heard of anybody 
resting themselves to death. 

No need to kill anybody. Time will do it for you. 

The yearly consumer price index sets a 4.1% 
annual inflation rate. The diet is so slim we hardly 
notice the loss of weight. 

The Veterans Administration will establish a 
financial need for the free hospitalization of 
Veterans. Maybe in the next war they will 
establish a financial need before they put you on 
the firing line. 

Two Astronauts walked in space. And didn't get 
mugged. 

Pretty soon there won't be enough victims to 
go around. The crooks will have to start robbing 
each other. 

Folsom Prison officials made a survey among 
prisoners as to their interest in scientific subjects. 
The winner was - outer space. 

The Supreme Court makes husbands liable for 
charges of rape against their wives. "I have a 


headache, my back hurts, and besides the Supreme 
Court says I don't have to." 

U S. lawyers run amok in India. They have run 
out of smoke in the U S A. 

Reagan is practicing a new "Quiet Diplomacy" 
It is not new. Some of my friend's wives have been 
practicing it for years. 

An ex-sheriff deputy was convicted of raping a 
prostitute who was in his custody. He s going to 
pay. because he didn't pay. 

Senator Pepper warns that 10,000 American 
doctors may be fakes. Before you let a doctor 
operate, get fake insurance 

Religion fears that tax plan will cut into 
church giving With God on your side, why 
worry? 

If the Russians Nuke us while they are talking 
peace, there will be no day in infamy to live 

Rev Tutu of South Africa says you are either in 
favor of evil, or you are in favor of good If you 
want details on what's good or what's bad, write 
Rev. Tutu, care of God 

Jesse Jackson: A one ounce brain representing 
acne ton mouth 

Wealth creates wealth. Poverty creates a desire 
for someone elses wealth 

I am having a family planning problem Half 
of them are home and the rest are planning to 
come. 

A NEW LAW this year allows the sale of "Light" 
Whiskey. To lighten your spirits, your pocketbook, 
and your stay in jail for drunk driving. 

(continued on p.19) 
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The wild political exercises of past months have 
entered a "cool-down" at the Inyo County 
Courthouse. Superior Court Judge Don Chapman 
kept the courts running even after the two key 
Court clerks walked out of Clerk Jeanne Lopez's 
office. Surface tensions relaxed, but underneath 
there may be more trouble ahead. 

Lines have been drawn... but for now its 
civilized functioning at the Courthouse. 


And sources tell us to stay tuned to the 
upcoming Grand Jury report. Ve hear the Jurors 
may have some "bombshells' to drop on the 
Courthouse. 


It wasn't a bomb... but the chemical leak in 
Bopahl, India from Union Carbide's plant there 
(the one that killed and maimed thousands) had an 
impact on local Umetco workers. Nobody feels good 
about the company they work for making such a 
catastrophic blunder. With bitter irony some local 
workers are calling Carbide "Bopahl Industries". 


And on an up note... proud grandmother 
Martha Austin tells us her granddaughter Vickie 
Gracey of Independence recently wed a southland 
man in an elegant Beverly Hills ceremony. We 
hear Inyo Judge Don Chapman did the honors. Our 
congratulations. 


And a top honor for a local lawyer... attorney 
Kenney Scruggs has been appointed to the State 
Democratic Central Committee. That's the group 
which basically sets policy for the California 
Democratic activities. Scruggs is also the Inyo 
County Assistant Public Defender. 


From dining to sunbathing... businesswoman 
Pat Marietta, of Lone Pine's Mariettas, has 
expanded her business interests. She and Kay 
Pinkston opened up the Solarium in Bishop. It's 
for those who like the "sun-tanned” look all year 
round... and those who have tried it. say it's a 
18 


luxurious experience. Bikini clad men and women 
lie in the Solarium's special equipment and come 
out looking like they have been to the Riviera) 


»•» 


No... he's not planning to leave Inyo County... 
but County Counsel Dennis Myers does have his Big 
Pine home up for sale. The "For Sale” sign 
prompted questions to News-Letter. But Myers, 
lately in the thick of political feuds, says he only 
wants to move to Bishop... not outside the County 
line. 


But much to the unhappiness of many, there is 
a man who made up his mind to leave the Eastern 
Sierra. Father Christopher Kelley, Vicar of 
Bishop's St. Timothy's Episcopal church headed for 
a new church in Shafter, California. While the 
Father's erudite approach to religion escaped some, 
his courageous sermons touched the lives of many. 
In spite of the fact that St. Timothy's sits on a DWP- 
owned lease, Father Kelley spared no scathing 
remark for the DWP. From the pulpit, at public 
meetings... the socially conscious Father chastised 
the City of Los Angeles for what is the deeper truth 
about the water issue... L.A.'s "immoral handling of 
Inyo County’s resources." 



Father Christopher Kelley 

The fiesty Father holds the top officials at DWP 
responsible for the "rape of the Valley". While 
many remain paralyzed into silence with a 
nameless fear about DWP, Father Kelley had flatly 
told the supervisors what he thought about their 
latest agreement with DWP: "God did not put water 
here to be wasted there (in Los Angeles). It 
violates God's laws and State laws... this agreement 
is hasty, false, unjust, ungodly and immoral and so 
is anyone who signs it." Amen. 





















• ** 

And we will all miss that friendly, up voice at 
the County Courthouse switchboard. Pearl 
Williams, long a faithful County employee, 
answered the Courthouse telephone for many 
years with a consistently cheerful hello. 

Cynical news reporters need that lift now and 
then... and the knowledge that there are, indeed, 
public servants who give something to the public. 

#** 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD 
NEWS EYERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 


BEN BROOK: (continued from p.17) 

Chief Justice Burger, of the Supreme Court, 
denounced proposals to allow lawyers to question 
prospective jurors in Federal trials. Lawyers can t 
screw up Federal trials like they do ordinary trials 

The Kremlin bussed in mourners for the 
funeral of Defense Minister Ustinov. They won't 
admit they got the idea from Jesse Jackson. 

As they grow old and die off, galaxies send high 
ribbons of stellar gas rocketing through space to 
help form new stars. Now we know how "Boy 
George" was born. 

Detente 2 is here. Detente 3 is being filmed. 

Vatican orders nuns to re-cant. History has 
proven that some of their re-cants have to be 
re-cycled. 

Reagan proposes a ceiling be put on spending 
growth. You can always raise the ceiling, but you 
can't lower the floor. 

If all the girls on Sunset Strip were laid end to 
end - the police would arrest them. 

The resistence of Malaria carrying mosquitoes 
to insecticides nearly doubled during the 70s. 
Survival of the flittest 

Thousands of children are dying of hunger in 
Ethopia and other parts of Africa. Could be Mother 
Nature s abortion clinic. r\ / 
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at 536 North Edwards Street, 
Independence, California. 
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Your only locally owned office 
in Southern Inyo... 
serving Southern Inyo 


1. Comfortable home in Lone Pine with guest 
house, large rooms, fireplace, garage 

In good condition $65,000 

2. Liquor store, gas station, mini-mart 
combination - includes 1 acre private 
land on Highway 395. Priced right 

3. Lone Pine 4 bedroom home - 2 baths. 
Convenient to town. $80,000. 


Qnjufc 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
Owner-Broker 

ffTWe’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 
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INYO COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
Independence. CA 1914 


Omie I. Mairs - 1885 - 
Independence 


Grandfather of Omie Mairs. 


'Old Corner Saloon' - in Independence where the Poet Office now stands. Formerly owned by Jack 
Gunn from Tombstone. Arisona, a friend of Wyatt Earp - who visited here. 
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